
TOWN OF WEST HARTFORD 

Community Planning & Physical Services Committee 
Town Hall, 50 South Main Street, Room 312 

November 21, 2018 
8:00 AM 

 
 

Minutes 

 

In attendance:  Ben Wenograd, Chris Barnes (phone), Dallas Dodge, Beth Kerrigan (phone), 

Shari Cantor (phone), Matt Hart, Peter Privitera, Todd Dumais, Mark McGovern, Duane Martin, 

and members of the public. 

 

1. Call to Order: 8:01 am 

2. Communications – Minutes from the October 17, 2018 meeting were received.  

3. Staff Reports/Communications 

a. Public Works – Matt Hart reported that the Town experienced its first significant 
winter storm of the season. Many of the contractors the Town uses were 
unavailable to assist with the workload due to their fall landscaping projects 
 

b. Community Development – Mark McGovern reported that a resolution on 
Cadwell Street is still in progress. Staff remains in communication and continues 
to work with the neighborhood. 

 

Todd Dumais reported on the POCD. The process continues on schedule. 
Various outreach measures (workshops and online surveys) have received good 
feedback. There are have been no surprises to date. The next steps include a 
meeting with the planning commission in December. A number of meetings will 
be scheduled in January to discuss survey results and findings. Once compiled, 
the information will also be distributed to the committee. 
 
Duane Martin reported that the construction season is wrapping up. Staff is 
working on sidewalk and drainage projects. Regarding the Interchange Project, 
paving is almost complete and the project is nearing a close with a final 
inspection scheduled for November 28th. The on and off ramp is slated to open 
the week of December 3rd. The project has gone smoothly. 
 

 
4. Business Items: 

a. Accessory Dwelling Units- Todd Dumais reported on this business item. The 
committee carried this item as old business from the last meeting. The ordinance 
included in the packet is identical to the one previously distributed with modest 
revisions. Corporation Counsel Pat Alair corrected a table (for reference) but the 



narrative has not changed. Todd has done outreach with other communities 
regarding their use of accessory dwelling units, including Simsbury. He learned 
that the ordinance is common in other town regulations but applications to permit 
are few. Town planners do not receive complaints if procedures are followed.   
 
The committee discussed the proposed ordinance and its benefits to the Town. 
Chairman Wenograd indicated that the ordinance would be positive to the extent 
of interest. Councilor Dodge also expressed his support of the ordinance, stating 
that versatility of affordable housing in Town is important. Councilor Barnes did 
not support the ordinance at this time. The committee voted (Wenograd, Dodge) 
to move forward with next steps. Staff will place the proposed ordinance on the 
next Town Council meeting agenda. It will be referred to Town Plan and Zoning 
and CRCOG. A public hearing will also be set.  

 

b. MDC Long Term Control Plan– Peter Privitera and Duane Martin reviewed the 
MDC proposal and integrated plan, which is designed to reduce or eliminate 
ground and storm water from sanitary sewer lines. There is uncertainty related to 
the costs and responsibilities of this project. Mr. Martin discussed a number of 
projects (FEAT) which address flooding issues. He suggested resident outreach 
and hiring a consultant to complete a study. 

The committee considered the three options Mr. Privitera highlighted regarding 
the MDC. The committee is not eager to support one specific plan due to 
financial uncertainty and agreed on next steps. Mayor Cantor will draft a letter 
with staff to the MDC to discuss the benefits and start a conversation, and submit 
to the full Council for comments. Mr. Hart will include the letter under his Town 
Manager’s report, which will not require a formal vote.  

 

c. Agenda Items for Next Meeting– The committee would like to host an evening 
meeting to discuss the North Main Street Road Diet. Interested parties will be 
invited to join the conversation which will highlight previous studies, such as the 
CRCOG study, and input from staff. 

Mr. Hart reported that Mr. Phillips has prepared a response regarding the 
SMART discussion. The committee will be updated at the January meeting. 

 
 

5. Adjournment:  Councilor Dodge made a motion seconded by Chairman Wenograd to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:53 am. 

 


